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SECRET DAMASCUS 282 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR UR SY 

SUBJ: EXCHANGE ON U.S. M. E. POLICY WITH CPS LEADER 
KHALID BAGDASH. 

1. INTRODUCED SELF TO BAGDASH IANUARY 25 AT FRENCH EMBASSY 
RECEPTION FOR VISITING EDGAR FAURE. BAGDASH AT FIRST SEEMED 
TAKEN ABACK AT MEETING BUT QUICKLY RALLIED TO MAKE "TWO 
FUNDAMENTAL CRITICISMS" U.S. M.E. POLICY. FIRST, U.S. IS 
TRYING TO OUST THE U.S.S.R. FROM ITS POSITION IN THE AREA AND 
CREATE FRICTIONS BETWEEN IT AND THE ARAB SOCIALIST STATES. 
SECONDLY, U.S. IS DETERMINED TO STRENGTHEN ISRAEL MILITARILY 
TO POINT WHERE IT COULD DESTROY ARAB MILITARY FORCES AND 
DOMINATE WHOLE AREA. 

2. REPLIED THAT U.S. SEES U.S.S.R. AS MAIOR POWER WITH WORLD 
WIDE INTERESTS AND IS NOT SO NAIVE AS TO THINK WE COULD "OUST 
IT" FROM M.E. SECONDLY, OUR ARMS AID TO ISRAEL IS INTENDED TO 
MAINTAIN BALANCE AND SUPPORT PEACEFUL EVOLUTION OF M.E. 
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CONFRONTATION. BAGDASH LIMITED SELF TO SCEPTICAL COMMENTS 
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"GOD WILLING" ("INSHALLAH") ON BOTH POINTS. I COMPLIMENTED 
HIM ON HAVING KEPT SUCH PHRASE IN HIS VOCABULARY OVER THE 
YEARS. 

3. COMMENT. BAGDASH TOGETHER WITH THE CPS SEEM TO BE LIGHTLY 
REGARDED BY ALL SYRIANS THESE DAYS, IN CONTRAST TO ASSUMPTIONS 
OF LATE FIFTIES, AND UNTIL BAATH TAKEOVER IN 1963, THAT 

SYRIAN COMMUNISTS HAD CHANCE OF PLAYING PIVOTAL ROLE IN 
SYRIAN POLITICAL LIFE. ADMIRERS OF ASAD CITE HIS TREATMENT 
OF BAGDASH AS ILLUSTRATIVE OF PRESIDENTS SKILL IN CONTAINING 
ALL POTENTIAL OPPOSITION FORCES. SARG GRANTS BAGDASH MONTHLY 
STIPEND, CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN CAR AND HONORIFIC POSITION 
AS MEMBER OF NON-BAATHI "NATIONAL FRONT". HE APPEARS 
OCCASIONALLY AT PUBLIC FUNCTIONS. 

4. FROM PERSONAL OBSERVATION WOULD NOTE THAT DESPITE REPORTS 
OVER YEARS OF BAGDASH' ILL HEALTH, HE LOOKS WELL TO DAY, 

TALKS COHERENTLY AND IS STILL INTERESTED IN, AND INCLINED 

TO LUNGE AT ANY WOMAN WITHIN REACH. 

MURPHY 
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